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 

This study analyzes Agatha Christie’s mystery novel And Then There Were None from five dimensions—the 

nursery rhyme, Soldier Island, role of characters, death and psychological interaction—to explore its 

multi-dimensional metaphors and their deeper connotations. The key findings reveal that the nursery rhyme serves 

as a narrative thread, symbolizing both a fate-driven trial and societal rules manipulating individual destinies; 

Soldier Island’s isolation mirrors moral problem and emotional detachment in modern society; the characters, 

linked to their crimes and deaths, embody universal human flaws; death acts as both a form of justice and a critique 

of civilization’s fragility; the psychological struggles among the characters expose the collapse of morality under 

survival crises. By decoding these interconnected metaphors, the study interprets the work’s thematic framework of 

Sin and Punishment, offering insights into tensions between societal norms and individual existence today. 
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Introduction 

Agatha Christie (1890-1976), a renowned British mystery novelist and playwright, is celebrated as the 

Queen of Crime and a legendary figure in detective fiction. Her works, translated into over 100 languages with 

global sales exceeding 2 billion copies, have made her a pivotal literary icon. Recognized for her contributions to 

the genre, she received the Mystery Writers of America’s Grand Master Award and was honored by Queen 

Elizabeth II as a Dame, becoming the first female crime writer awarded this title. 

And Then There Were None (1939), one of Christie’s most famous novels, follows eight strangers invited to 

a secluded island mansion. The absent host accuses them, along with the housekeepers of past murders via a 

recorded message during dinner. As the guests die mysteriously, each death mirrors verses of a nursery rhyme. 

The story ends with no survivors, leaving the killer’s identity unresolved. Beyond its thrilling plot, the novel is 

rich in symbolism and metaphors. This paper examines its multidimensional metaphors, including the nursery 

rhyme, Soldier Island, role of characters, death, and psychological dynamics, to deepen understanding of the 

text’s thematic complexity. 
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Analysis on Multi-metaphors in the Novel  

A plenty of metaphors are involved in the novel, making the plot well-knitted with different pavements. 

Behind each metaphor, a variety of interpretations can be illustrated according to the context, which are essential 

for analyzing the story plot as well as the ending of the novel. This part will be developed from the metaphors of 

the nursery rhyme, Soldier Island, role of characters, death and psychological interaction, to discover the 

functions and symbolism of those metaphors in promoting the advancement of the story. 

Metaphorical Connotation of the Nursery Rhyme 

The nursery rhyme Ten Little Soldiers serves as both a narrative engine and a thematic cornerstone in the 

novel, intricately shaping its structure, mood, and philosophical undertones. Its depiction of ten soldiers perishing 

sequentially parallels the fates of the ten characters in the story, with each death unfolding as a chilling fulfillment 

of the rhyme’s prophetic verses. This interplay of foreshadowing, psychological dread, and symbolic resonance 

amplifies the story’s tension and immerses readers in its grim inevitability. Metaphorically, the characters’ 

entrapment on the island implies humanity’s vulnerability to inexorable fate. As the rhyme’s verses materialize, 

their deaths, inescapable and methodical, underscore a profound powerlessness against predestined justice. The 

rhyme itself becomes an agent of retribution: each death corresponds to a character’s past transgression, 

transforming playful childhood verses into a macabre ledger of moral accountability. The jarring contrast 

between the rhyme’s singsong cadence and its grim content reflects the duality of human nature—its capacity for 

both innocence and corruption. 

Recurring like a haunting refrain, the rhyme cultivates an atmosphere of claustrophobic dread. Each stanza 

marks not only a physical death but also the erosion of hope, symbolizing time’s merciless march toward 

mortality. As the characters confront the rhyme’s inexorable progression, they and readers grapple with the 

inevitability of their demise and the meticulous cruelty of the unseen killer. Furthermore, the rhyme’s moral 

framework acts as a silent judge, that is, the method of each death serves as poetic justice, directly tied to the 

individual’s moral failing, thus framing the narrative as both a murder mystery and an allegory of divine 

reckoning. 

Metaphorical Connotation of Soldier Island 

Soldier Island in the novel is not merely the story’s setting but a richly symbolic space central to its narrative 

and themes. Through its geographical feature, environmental atmosphere and connection to the plot, the island 

embodies multiple layers of meaning that deepen the story’s moral and psychological impact. Geographically 

isolated and cut off from the mainland, the island mirrors the characters’ psychological and moral isolation. 

Though physically gathered together, they remain emotionally disconnected, trapped in distrust and fear. The 

island’s inescapable confinement transforms it into a courtroom of fate, a sealed arena where the characters, 

stripped of escape must confront their crimes and inevitable punishment. This reinforces the novel’s core theme: 

justice, however delayed, is unavoidable. The island’s perilous environment also acts as a test for human nature. 

Under the threat of death, the characters’ true selves—fear, selfishness, guilt, and vulnerability—are laid bare. 

Their actions under extreme pressure reveal their moral frailty. Furthermore, Soldier Island symbolizes the 

culmination of their collective sins. Each character’s past misdeeds converge here, as the isolated setting becomes 

both a literal and metaphorical stage for their sins to erupt and demand retribution. 
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Metaphorical Connotation of the Characters 

The ten characters in the novel not only drive the plot but also embody profound metaphorical meanings. 

Each character’s background, personality, and crimes reflect specific human flaws, social issues or moral 

dilemmas. For example, Judge Wargrave, seemingly upright, is the mastermind behind the murders, somewhat 

symbolizing twisted justice. As a judge, he abused power, placing himself above the law, a critique of authority’s 

corruption. Vera Claythorne, a governess whose selfishness led to a child’s drowning, embodies humanity’s 

moral complexity. Philip Lombard, an adventurer whose survival instincts caused multiple deaths, represents raw 

human selfishness. His ruthlessness casts him as an antihero. Emily Brent, a devoutly religious woman whose 

cruelty drove a maid to suicide, symbolizes hypocrisy and moral rigidity masked by piety. General John 

MacArthur, who murdered his wife’s lover out of jealousy, reflects the corrupting influence of power and 

obsession with honor. Anthony Marston, a reckless rich youth who killed two children in a car accident, 

epitomizes privileged indifference, highlighting moral decay among elites. William Blore, a corrupt policeman 

whose perjury caused an innocent’s death, exposes systemic legal betrayal and deception. Thomas and Ethel 

Rogers, servants who let their employer die for inheritance, symbolize class resentment and moral ambiguity. Dr. 

Armstrong, whose drunken negligence killed a patient, illustrates professional ethics’ collapse and self-deception. 

In short, the characters’ fates dissect human frailty, societal hypocrisy, and the inescapability of moral reckoning. 

Metaphorical Connotation of Death 

In the novel, Death is not just the plot’s driving force but a metaphor-rich device. Through the characters’ 

sequential deaths, the author explores justice, guilt, fate, and human nature. First, death symbolizes moral justice 

beyond the law. Each character evaded punishment for past crimes, but their deaths serve as retribution, a 

supernatural reckoning for their sins. Second, death embodies inescapable fate. Trapped on the island, the 

characters’ struggles prove futile; their deaths fulfill a predetermined judgment. Third, death exposes human 

frailty and corruption. Under mortal threat, their true selves, fear, selfishness, guilt are laid bare, amplifying their 

isolation and despair. Fourth, death carries a supernatural inevitability. Each demise eerily mirrors The Ten Little 

Soldiers rhyme, as if guided by an otherworldly design. Lastly, deaths in this work reflect societal critiques, such 

as, Anthony Marston’s cyanide-poisoning mirrors the nihilism of capitalist excess; Dr. Armstrong’s “technical” 

death warns of the perils of unchecked rationality; Judge Wargrave’s orchestrated killings symbolize systemic 

violence within judicial corruption. 

Metaphorical Connotation of Psychological Interaction 

The novel also delves into the complexity and fragility of human psychology through the characters’ mental 

shifts and interactions. First, though the characters escaped legal punishment for their past crimes, their lingering 

guilt intensifies as deaths unfold, eroding their sanity. Next, Judge Wargrave, the killer, not only murders 

physically but also subjects the group to psychological torment. By invoking the nursery rhyme and staging 

deaths, he forces the characters to confront their sins, amplifying their fear and guilt until they break. This 

pressure maps how extreme environments expose the fragility of the human mind and its breaking point. Then, 

facing death, the characters grapple with external threats and internal moral conflicts. Their psychological 

unraveling reflects the tension between survival instincts and morality, highlighting the chaos of such battles. 
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Lastly, the group’s collective descent into paranoia and alienation serves as a metaphor for societal decay, 

particularly how capitalism corrodes shared humanity and moral integrity. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None transcends traditional mystery fiction with its 

masterful structure and dense web of metaphors, blending suspense with philosophical depth. The nursery rhyme, 

isolated island, characters, deaths, and psychological symbolism intertwine to weave a symbolic tapestry. This 

shifts the reader’s focus from solving a murder puzzle to confronting existential questions. These 

multidimensional metaphors strengthen the story’s tension and complexity while inviting diverse interpretations, 

cementing the novel as a literary classic. 
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