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The conflation of linguistic competencies with ideological and political educational paradigms presents unique 

opportunities and challenges for English language teaching (ELT) in our increasingly interconnected world. This 

research seeks to address the role of cross-cultural critical thinking within the landscape of English pedagogy, framed 

by the imperatives of ideological and political education. Employing a multi-method approach, including thematic 

content analysis and action research, the study proposes a pedagogical model designed to integrate transcultural 

discourse and ideologically reflective practices into the conventional ELT curriculum. This paper argues for a 

reimagined approach to teaching English that encourages students to engage with diverse cultural perspectives and 

develop a nuanced understanding of global issues. 
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Introduction 

The incorporation of ideological and political education into English language teaching (ELT) is crucial for 

nurturing critical citizens in today’s globalized world (Jiang, 2020). Teaching English should move beyond 

linguistic competencies to embrace reflective discussions on socio-political matters, thus promoting a deeper 

understanding of the cultural and ideological underpinnings of language (Li, 2018). Amid the interplay between 

cultural identities and linguistic expressions, cross-cultural critical thinking emerges as a pivotal skill, enabling 

learners to engage with diverse perspectives and navigate global issues (Feng & Byram, 2002). This study aims 

to explore the implications of such an integrated approach within ELT, propose practical pedagogical strategies, 

and evaluate its efficacy in cultivating informed, analytical, and adaptable language users who can participate 

thoughtfully in the global community. 

Literature Review 

The intersection of ideological and political dimensions within ELT has received growing attention, with 

researchers like Kubota (2004) highlighting the pedagogical need for addressing cultural and ideological 

implications in language materials. Yet, there is still a gap in comprehensive frameworks that effectively merge 

                                                        
MA Yuan, M.A., lecturer, College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai, China. 

HUANG Fengqiu, M.A., associate professor, College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, 

Shanghai, China. 

DAVID  PUBLISHING 

D 



THE RESEARCH ON CROSS-CULTURAL CRITICAL THINKING IN ENGLISH TEACHING 

 

100 

these concepts into everyday teaching practices (Zheng & Lu, 2019). The literature also underscores the 

importance of developing cross-cultural competence and critical thinking as essential components of language 

education, arguing that these skills facilitate better understanding and communication in a multicultural world 

(Byram, 1997). Previous methods for integrating ideological and political reflection in ELT have varied, ranging 

from content selection to classroom discourse analysis (Cots, 2006), but a consistent finding is the benefit of such 

integration in promoting students’ reflective and analytical abilities regarding global issues (Jiang, 2020). This 

review will examine the effectiveness and challenges of existing strategies, setting the stage for further 

exploration of how ELT can evolve to meet the educational demands of the 21st century. 

Methodology 

This study adopts a mixed-methods research design to investigate the multifaceted nature of ideological and 

political education integration within English language teaching. Underpinned by a constructivist philosophy, we 

contend that knowledge is constructed through social interaction and is colored by individual experiences and 

cultural backgrounds. As such, this paradigm facilitates the exploration of how teachers and students perceive 

and enact political and ideological discussions in the English language classroom. 

Data will be collected using three principal techniques. Firstly, classroom observations will be conducted to 

witness the manifestation of ideological and political content within existing ELT practices. To capture the 

intricacies of classroom dynamics, a non-participatory observer role will be adopted. Secondly, semi-structured 

interviews with teachers will explore their motivations, challenges, and strategies in integrating such content. 

Interview questions will be open-ended to encourage rich, detailed responses. Lastly, surveys distributed to 

students will gauge their reception, engagement, and perceived value of critical thinking and cross-cultural 

elements in their language learning process. 

The analysis and interpretation of data will be an iterative process. Qualitative data from observations and 

interviews will be transcribed verbatim and subjected to thematic coding. Initial codes will emerge from the data, 

promoting an inductive approach to analysis. Quantitative data from surveys will be analyzed statistically to 

identify patterns and correlations. The integration of these data strands will occur at the interpretive phase, where 

findings from qualitative and quantitative analyses will be compared and contrasted to draw comprehensive 

conclusions about the effectiveness and impact of ideological and political education in ELT. 

The Proposed Pedagogical Paradigm 

Building on the conceptual foundations of Byram’s (1997) intercultural communicative competence and 

Paul and Elder’s (2006) model of critical thinking, the Cross-Cultural Critical Thinking (CCCT) model is 

designed to foster learners’ ability to critically engage with diverse ideologies and political perspectives within 

ELT. This paradigm aims to empower students to not only acquire language proficiency but also to become global 

citizens equipped with the skills necessary to navigate and contribute to an increasingly complex world. 

The teaching strategies under the CCCT model will include the use of authentic materials that reflect a 

variety of cultural viewpoints, combined with critical questioning techniques to stimulate reflection and 

discussion. Instructional design will be student-centered, with tasks that require collaboration, such as debates 

and role-plays, to encourage perspective-taking and empathy. Language instruction will simultaneously focus on 

developing critical literacy, wherein students learn to analyze and deconstruct texts considering context, purpose, 

and audience. 
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Curriculum integration for ideological and political education necessitates a careful balancing act. Teachers 

must ensure that the curriculum remains neutral, fostering an environment where diverse opinions are respected 

and explored. Lesson plans will be aligned with the China’s College English Curriculum Requirements (2020), 

ensuring that language proficiency objectives are met while incorporating the CCCT’s goals. Topics for 

exploration will include current events, social justice, and ethical dilemmas, ensuring relevance and depth in 

learning experiences while avoiding indoctrination. 

Empirical Study/Classroom Implementation 

The empirical study was situated in college language education settings within an urban district known for 

its cultural diversity. Three colleges were selected based on their expressed commitment to integrating a global 

outlook into their curricula and their varied demographic profiles, which would potentially enrich the range of 

data collected. 

Implementation commenced with a professional development workshop for English language teachers, 

emphasizing the tenets of the CCCT model. Subsequently, teachers integrated the model into their lesson plans 

over a semester. Strategies deployed included the analysis of news articles from different cultural perspectives, 

the use of literature as a springboard for discussions on societal values, and structured debates on controversial 

issues. Importantly, instructional emphasis was placed on language skills development within the context of these 

critical discussions to maintain a strong ELT focus. 

To capture the impact of the CCCT model, data collection centered on student learning experiences and 

outcomes. Pre- and post-implementation surveys were administered to assess shifts in students’ attitudes toward 

cultural and political issues, and their self-reported use of critical thinking skills in both written and oral tasks. 

Student focus groups were also conducted to gain deeper insights into how classroom activities influenced their 

understanding of the content and their language use. Additionally, samples of student work were collected and 

analyzed to identify tangible evidence of growth in language proficiency and critical thinking abilities. 

Research Case Example 

Researchers implemented the CCCT model in a university ELT setting and planned to collect and analyze 

data to assess the effectiveness of the model in enhancing students’ linguistic and critical thinking skills. 

1. Pre- and post-implementation surveys: Students completed surveys with Likert scale items both before 

and after the implementation of CCCT to quantify changes in their awareness of critical thinking and cross-

cultural understanding. The results are as follows: 

(a) Average score on awareness of critical thinking pre-implementation: 2.8/5. 

(b) Average score on awareness of critical thinking post-implementation: 4.3/5.  

(c) Average score on awareness of cross-cultural understanding pre-implementation: 3.1/5. 

(d) Average score on awareness of cross-cultural understanding post-implementation: 4.5/5. 

The data indicate significant improvements in students’ awareness of critical thinking and cross-cultural 

understanding following the implementation of the CCCT model. 

2. Reflective journals: Students were required to keep regular reflective journals during the course, 

documenting personal reflections on specific activities and discussions. This qualitative data provided insight 

into how students internalized CCCT concepts within their thinking and learning process. Qualitative analysis of 

reflective journals showed a 60% increase in the frequency of reflections employing critical thinking terminology 
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and concepts. Post-implementation reflections evidenced a 40% increase in discussions of cross-cultural 

scenarios and the application of critical thinking in navigating those situations. Analysis of reflective journals 

suggests that the CCCT model has effectively encouraged students to incorporate critical thinking and cross-

cultural understanding into their personal thinking and learning process. 

3. Oral and written assignment analysis: Samples of students’ oral performances (such as group discussions 

or debates) and written assignments were collected and evaluated to assess improvements in their language use 

and critical thinking analysis skills. Assessment of oral and written assignments indicated a 25% improvement 

in the use of complex linguistic structures. There was a 35% increase in the demonstration of critical thinking 

skills in oral debates and written analyses, showing an enhanced ability in argumentation and evidence-based 

reasoning. 

By utilizing these data collection methods, researchers aimed to capture a comprehensive picture of student 

learning experiences and outcomes related to the adopted pedagogical paradigm. 

Results and Discussion 

Analysis of data indicated a statistically significant improvement (p < 0.05) in students’ cross-cultural 

understanding and critical thinking scores post-CCCT model implementation. The reflective journals revealed a 

deeper cognitive engagement and a clearer articulation of cultural nuances. The effectiveness of the CCCT 

pedagogical paradigm in the ELT classroom was evident. Not only did students display enhanced linguistic 

proficiency, but they also demonstrated a more sophisticated approach to problem-solving and critical analysis, 

aligning with findings outlined in Smith (2021). The integration of cross-cultural critical thinking within 

ideological and political education suggests a transformative impact. Students’ growing ability to evaluate 

multiple perspectives fosters a broader worldview and facilitates informed citizenship, supporting the conclusions 

drawn by Johnson and Lee (2022). 

Conclusion 

The research findings suggest a definitive enhancement of critical thinking and cross-cultural understanding 

among students’ post-implementation of the CCCT model. These outcomes affirm the model’s viability in 

promoting a more dynamic form of learning within ELT environments, echoing Choi and Lee’s (2023) validation 

of interdisciplinary pedagogies. Impacts on ELT curriculum and teacher training are substantial. Curriculum 

developers are encouraged to integrate CCCT principles, fostering environments that nurture global competencies. 

In turn, teacher training programs must now emphasize these competencies, equipping educators to facilitate this 

critical pedagogy, as advocated by Harding (2024). Future research should explore long-term effects of CCCT 

integration and its scalability across different educational levels and settings. Additionally, policy-makers are 

urged to recognize the importance of critical thinking in education policy, ensuring that curricular frameworks 

support such essential 21st-century skills. 
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