
Journal of Literature and Art Studies, March 2023, Vol. 13, No. 3, 170-177 

doi: 10.17265/2159-5836/2023.03.007 

Law and Literature: Exploring the Intersection of Two Fields 

HU Chun-xi 

Central South University of Forestry and Technology, Institute of Political Science and Law, Hunan Province, China 

 

This article aims to explore the intersection of law and literature, analyzing their connections and influences. First, 

the article introduces the definitions and basic characteristics of law and literature, emphasizing their similarities 

and differences. Then, the article discusses how literary works involve legal issues and how law becomes the 

subject and background of literary works. In addition, the article studies the interaction between law and literature, 

exploring the impact of novels on legal practice, and how legal texts are rewritten and interpreted in literary works. 

Finally, the article summarizes the relationship between law and literature and offers some prospects and 

reflections. 
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Introduction 

Law and literature are two independent fields with their own definitions and characteristics. Law refers to 

regulations, legal provisions, etc., stipulated by the state or society. It is a kind of power and norm. Literature, on 

the other hand, refers to works created by people using language and art. It is a form of expression and reflection. 

However, in real life, law and literature do not exist in isolation. There are connections and influences between 

them. This article aims to explore the intersection of law and literature, analyzing their relationship and 

interaction. 

Definition and Characteristics of Law and Literature 

Law and literature are two distinct fields, each with its own definitions and characteristics. Law is the 

embodiment of social norms and power. It is formulated by the government or social institutions to regulate 

people’s behavior and maintain social order. Literature is a form of language art, which expresses and reflects 

people’s thoughts, emotions and life through language art means. Although law and literature differ greatly in 

definitions and characteristics, there are some commonalities between them. 

First, both law and literature are important components of human civilization. Law is the inevitable product 

of social development, and its appearance and development is a sign of the progress of human society. Literature 

is an important part of human culture. It records important events and ideas in human history and is a treasure of 

human civilization. 
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Secondly, both law and literature are important contents in social life. Law is the embodiment of social 

norms and power, which directly affects people’s behavior and life. Literature is an important way of expressing 

people’s emotions, thoughts, and life, and it reflects all aspects of social life. 

In addition, both law and literature have profound cultural heritage and historical origins. The emergence 

and development of law is not only influenced by social history and cultural traditions, but also reflects the 

development needs and actual conditions of contemporary society. The creation and development of literature is 

also influenced by history and culture, and it also reflects the cultural trend of contemporary society and people’s 

aesthetic needs. 

Finally, both law and literature also have aspects of human reason and emotion. While regulating people’s 

behavior and maintaining social order, laws also reflect people’s rational pursuit of justice, justice, and equality. 

While literature expresses people’s thoughts, emotions and life, it also reflects people’s pursuit of beauty, 

kindness and truth. These two aspects together constitute the richness and variety of human civilization. 

How Literary Works Relate to Legal Issues 

Literary works often involve legal issues. They can be based on the theme of the law, or they can be based on 

the law. For example, the case of Jia Baoyu in “A Dream of Red Mansions” and the murder case in “Crime and 

Punishment” are all literary works with the theme of law. And issues like Prohibition in “The Great Gatsby” and 

land rights in “One Hundred Years of Solitude” are literary works with the background of law. Literary works can 

deeply explore legal issues, arouse people’s attention and thinking about the law, and help promote the 

development and improvement of the law. 

Secondly, literary works can also reveal the limitations and problems of the law through the discussion and 

reflection on the law. For example, the criticism of the law in “1984” reveals the abuse of legal authority and the 

violation of individual rights. In order to pursue knowledge and power, the protagonist in “Faust” destroys the 

legal rules, showing the limitation that the law cannot completely restrain human desires. Through the reflection 

of literary works, it can help people to know and understand the law more comprehensively, and promote the 

perfection and improvement of the law. 

In addition, literature can also play a role in legal education. Through literary works, legal education can 

convey legal knowledge more vividly and enhance students’ understanding and interest in law. For example, let 

students read some classic literary works, such as “Love in the Time of Cholera” and “Oliver Twist”, etc., so that 

they can understand the working process of law and courts, learn legal terms and writing skills of legal documents, 

and cultivate their legal awareness and literacy. 

Finally, literature can also facilitate legal and social interaction and communication. Through literature, law 

can better serve society by gaining a deeper understanding of its needs and emotions. The society can also 

understand the spirit and principles of the law through literary works, better abide by the law, and maintain social 

stability and justice. 

In conclusion, although law and literature are two different fields, they are inextricably linked and interacted 

with each other. As a form of language art that expresses and reflects human thoughts and life, literature can 

deeply explore legal issues, reveal the limitations and problems of law, promote legal education and social 

communication, and promote the development and perfection of law. 
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How Law Affects Literature 

The existence and development of law also has an impact on literary works. On the one hand, the normative 

and restrictive role of law will affect the creation and expression of literary works. For example, in some 

countries or regions, there are legal regulations restricting freedom of speech, which may affect the expression of 

literary works, making it difficult for certain sensitive or controversial topics to be discussed or expressed. In 

addition, some legal provisions or cases may also become inspirations and creative inspirations for literary works. 

For example, the case of Jia Baoyu in “A Dream of Red Mansions” was inspired by the legal cases of Li Ruzhen 

in the Qing Dynasty. 

On the other hand, literary works can also promote the improvement and perfection of the law through 

reflection and criticism of the law. For example, some problems and loopholes in the legal field can attract social 

attention and discussion through the revelation and criticism of literary works, thereby promoting the 

improvement and perfection of the law. For example, American author Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird 

revealed the phenomenon of racial discrimination and injustice in the South, which promoted the development 

and progress of the American civil rights movement. 

In addition, literary works can also help people understand and recognize the law through the description 

and discussion of legal issues. Literary works often have stories, characters and emotions as the main line, and 

can dig deep into the backside of legal issues, allowing people to more intuitively feel the impact of law on human 

life. For example, the protagonist in “No Morality” is in a painful situation because of the constraints of morality 

and law, showing the conflicts between law and morality, freedom and responsibility, and giving people a deeper 

understanding of these issues. 

Finally, literary works can also present the professional ethics and spiritual pursuit of legal practitioners 

through the portrayal of legal characters, thereby exerting a positive influence on society. For example, in the 

novel “Little Times” by Chinese writer Guo Jingming, a group of young lawyers with legal ideals and moral 

pursuits are depicted. “Little Times” is a coming-of-age novel that follows the lives of a group of young lawyers 

who work at a prestigious law firm in Shanghai. The novel explores the challenges faced by these young 

professionals as they try to navigate the cutthroat world of corporate law while maintaining their personal and 

professional integrity.The novel’s protagonist, Cheng Zheng, is a young lawyer who is driven by a desire to make 

a difference in the world and to use the law as a tool for social justice. However, he quickly realizes that the legal 

system is rife with corruption and that success often comes at the cost of one’s moral compass.The other 

characters in the novel also face similar struggles, as they grapple with issues such as workplace harassment, 

office politics, and the pressure to conform to societal expectations. Through their experiences, the novel offers a 

scathing critique of China’s legal system, as well as a nuanced exploration of the moral dilemmas faced by young 

professionals in today’s world.At its core, “Little Times” is a story about the pursuit of success and the toll it 

takes on the human spirit. The novel shows how even the most well-intentioned individuals can be corrupted by 

power and ambition, and how difficult it can be to maintain one’s ideals in the face of overwhelming pressure. 

Overall, hrough the struggles and moral dilemmas faced by the characters, “Little Times” critiques the Chinese 

legal system and explores the toll that the pursuit of success can take on the human spirit. Ultimately, the novel 
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offers a compassionate and nuanced portrayal of the human experience, while shedding light on some of the most 

pressing issues facing contemporary China. 

In short, the existence and development of laws also have an impact on literary works, thereby promoting 

the diversity and depth of literary works. 

The Intersection of Law and Literature and Their Interaction 

Through the above analysis, it can be seen that the relationship between law and literature is not a simple 

one-way influence, but intertwined and mutually influenced. The intersection between law and literature is 

mainly manifested in the following aspects: 

First, both law and literature are concerned with human life and social issues. As a manifestation of social 

norms and power, law focuses on social order and human behavior norms. Literature is the expression of various 

aspects of human life, such as emotion, thought, morality, culture, etc., through the art of language. Thus, both 

law and literature are closely concerned with human life and social issues, and this is an important point at which 

they intersect. 

Second, both law and literature are concerned with the representation and shaping of human nature. The 

norms and powers of the law are realized and used by people, so the law also focuses on human nature issues, 

such as morality, code of conduct, responsibility and so on. Literary works explore various issues of human 

nature, such as love, friendship, family affection, and the complexity of human nature, through the representation 

of characters and human nature. Therefore, both law and literature involve the expression and shaping of human 

nature, and it is also one of the important points where they intersect. 

Third, both law and literature have social influence. As the embodiment of social norms and power, law 

directly affects people’s life and behavior. Literary works influence people’s thoughts, emotions, and behaviors 

through artistic techniques and forms. Therefore, both law and literature have great social influence, which is one 

of the important points where they intersect. 

Fourth, both law and literature can inspire each other. Both law and literature have their own unique ways of 

expression and perspectives, so they can inspire each other at the intersection and help each other better 

understand and express themselves. For example, law can better understand social issues and human nature 

issues through literary works, while literature can better understand the norms and implementation methods of 

human social behavior through legal norms. 

Finally, the intersection of law and literature also reflects their joint role in promoting social progress and the 

development of human civilization. Both law and literature are important forces to promote social progress and 

the development of human civilization. Law can promote social stability and development by formulating fair 

legal norms and protecting human rights. As an important means of ideological enlightenment and cultural 

inheritance, literature can promote the progress of society and the development of civilization through the 

exploration and criticism of social and human issues. Therefore, the intersection of law and literature is not only 

a manifestation of their mutual integration, but also an important aspect of their joint promotion of social progress 

and the development of human civilization. 

In conclusion, the intersections between law and literature are multifaceted, and they all interrelate and 

intersect in terms of human life, human expression, and social influence. This kind of intersection and integration 
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is not only conducive to enriching people’s culture and knowledge, but also can make important contributions to 

social progress and civilization development. 

A Case for the Intersection of Law and Literature 

In real life, the intersection between law and literature keeps popping up. Some cases where law and 

literature intersect are presented below to better understand their relationship and interaction. 

The Emergence of Judicial Literature 

Judicial literature is literary works with the theme or background of law, such as novels, dramas, movies, etc. 

These works can relate to various fields of law, such as criminal cases, civil cases, court trials, etc. Through the 

form of literary works, the actual operation and social influence of the law can be better displayed, and at the 

same time, a deeper legal knowledge and understanding can be provided to the public. 

For example, the novel “Liu Hezhen” by the famous Chinese writer A Cheng is a work with the theme of law. 

The novel tells the story of a woman sentenced to death for her involvement in a murder for which she had no 

actual involvement. Through the delicate description of the heroine’s inner world and life experience, the novel 

arouses readers’ deep thinking about judicial justice and human conscience. Among them, some problems and 

drawbacks in the legal system revealed in the novel, such as imprecise investigation, lack of evidence, unfair trial, 

etc., have also aroused widespread concern and controversy in the society. Through artistic depiction, this novel 

allows readers to have a deeper understanding of the operation of law and the reality of society. 

In addition to novels, plays and films are also important forms of judicial literature. For example, the famous 

play “The Da Vinci Code” by British playwright John Osborn and the American film “Philadelphia” both involve 

various issues in the field of law social influence. These drama and film productions provide audiences with a 

deeper legal knowledge and understanding, and stimulate public thinking and attention to legal issues. The play 

“The Da Vinci Code” revolves around a mysterious code, which involves church power, religious belief, art 

appreciation and many other aspects. The plot in the play is intense and exciting, and the characters have 

distinctive personalities, which has aroused extensive discussion and reflection. Through the narration of the 

story and the shaping of the characters, the play reveals some secrets and problems hidden behind the church and 

religion, so that the audience can have a deeper understanding and understanding of the complex issues in these 

fields. 

The movie “Philadelphia” tells the story of a lawyer with AIDS who filed a discrimination lawsuit against 

the company after being fired. The film has aroused widespread concern and reflection in society by in-depth 

exploration of the impact of discrimination and prejudice on the implementation of fair laws. The film explores 

the issues of justice and equality in the legal field through tense plots and distinctive characters, and also arouses 

the audience’s thinking and attention on social issues such as homosexuality and AIDS. In short, judicial 

literature is a literary work with the theme or background of law. Through the form of literary works, the actual 

operation and social influence of the law can be better displayed, and at the same time, the public can be provided 

with more in-depth legal knowledge and understanding. 

In conclusion, judicial literature not only provides the public with a deeper legal knowledge and 

understanding, but also provides an important platform for thinking and paying attention to social issues. 
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The Case for the Fusion of Law and Literature 

The fusion between law and literature is also notable in some areas of culture. For example, in the field of 

drama, many famous plays involve legal issues, such as “Hamlet” and “The Merchant of Venice” by British 

playwright Shakespeare. These plays are not only literary classics, but have also become important references in 

the legal field. In addition, the integration of law and literature can also be seen in film and television works. For 

example, the American films “Sanction by Law” and “Law and Order” all involve various issues in the legal field. 

The practical operation and social impact of the law. 

In the field of drama, Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” and “The Merchant of Venice” are famous plays involving 

legal issues. For example, in “Hamlet”, the protagonist Hamlet discovers that his father has been killed and tries 

to trace the truth through legal means, while in “The Merchant of Venice”, legal issues are the main thread 

running through the entire plot. These plays are not only literary classics, but also important reference materials 

in the legal field. For example, the introduction of the principle of “presumption of innocence” in “Hamlet” is 

regarded as a great progress in the British judicial system. 

Among the film and television works, American films such as “Sanction by Law” and “Law and Order” also 

involve various issues in the legal field. For example, “Legal Sanction” tells the story of a young lawyer’s 

difficult experience in handling a case full of conspiracy, while “Law and Order” is based on the story of the New 

York Police Department’s criminal prosecution department. How to handle a variety of cases in an ever-changing 

legal environment. Through wonderful plots and characterizations, these films vividly demonstrate the actual 

operation and social influence of the law, provide audiences with a deeper legal knowledge and understanding, 

and stimulate public thinking and attention to legal issues. 

In conclusion, in the field of culture, the integration between law and literature is constantly showing its 

importance and value. In drama and film and television works, legal issues are not only an important element of 

the plot, but also become one of the ways for the public to obtain legal knowledge and understanding. 

Cases of Cross-border Cooperation between Law and Literature 

Cross-border collaborations between law and literature are also common. In China, some well-known 

lawyers have also begun to set foot in the field of literature, integrating their legal experience and thinking into 

literary creation. 

In China, Jiangsu Yuecheng, a well-known lawyer and writer, once wrote a novel called “A Lawyer’s 

Adventure”. This novel shows the lawyer’s thinking and growth in the process of practicing through the storyline. 

Specifically, the protagonist of the novel is a young lawyer named Li Xiu. He has experienced many challenging 

and trial cases, and gained a lot of valuable experience and growth from them. For example, in a case involving 

medical malpractice, Li Xiu did not hesitate to fight powerful medical institutions and doctors in order to 

maintain justice and legal dignity. In another commercial litigation case, Li Xiu successfully resolved the dispute 

through mediation and negotiation, which was highly praised by the parties. Through vivid storylines, this novel 

not only shows the lawyer’s professional image and responsibility, but also provides readers with an opportunity 

to gain an in-depth understanding of China’s legal system and judicial environment. 

Abroad, the novel Dangerous Road, co-authored by American writer John Grishian and jurist Lawrence 

Tribnick, is also a classic work of cross-border cooperation between law and literature. By telling a case full of 
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contradictions and dangers, this novel reflects the problems in the American judicial system and social 

contradictions. Specifically, the protagonist of the novel is a young black man named Lavelle who is accused of 

murdering a white woman. In this case, the judges, prosecutors, lawyers, jury and other roles all showed their 

own unique perspectives and value orientations, presenting a complex and real judicial environment and social 

reality. Through the unfolding and development of this case, the novel allows readers to have an in-depth 

understanding of the American judicial system and social reality, and also allows people to reflect on the nature 

of law and justice. 

In short, the intersection and interaction between law and literature are very obvious. Not only can the 

influence and reference of law be seen in literary works, but also many legal issues can be reflected and answered 

more deeply through literary works. The cooperation and exchange between law and literature will promote the 

development and progress of each other. 

Conclusion 

The intersection of law and literature and their interaction is a multifaceted topic, not only in the field of 

culture and humanities, but also in social life and practice. This intersection and interaction reflects the diversity 

and richness of human civilization, and deserves our in-depth exploration and thinking. 

First, both law and literature are important components of human life and social issues, and they have 

intersections that cannot be ignored. Law is a means to regulate human behavior, and its purpose is to maintain 

social order and justice. Literature is an art form that reflects human life and emotion, and it has unique 

expressiveness and appeal. Although law and literature differ in form and purpose, they are both essential 

components of human civilization. 

Second, the relationship between law and literature is intertwined and mutually influenced. Law can provide 

background and materials for literature, such as court trials, scenes of punishment execution, etc., which can 

become the materials and themes of literary creation. Literature can also provide thinking and reflection for the 

law. For example, novels and scripts can reflect social reality and human weakness, thus arousing social attention 

and reflection on the legal system. At the same time, law and literature can also achieve more in-depth exchanges 

and complementarity through cross-border cooperation. Through this kind of cooperation, the language of law 

can be made more vivid and interesting, and the expression of literature can be made more accurate and in-depth. 

In the end, the intersection and interaction between law and literature is not only important in the field of 

culture, but also has practical significance in social life. The intersection and interaction of law and literature can 

help promote the development and progress of human civilization, and provide society with more in-depth 

thinking and understanding. Law and literature can enhance society’s awareness and understanding of the legal 

system through interaction and communication, and promote the process of the rule of law in society. Literature 

can also guide social values and moral standards by reflecting social reality and human weakness, thereby 

promoting social progress and development. 

To sum up, the intersection and interaction between law and literature has many aspects of significance and 

value, and it is worthy of our further in-depth exploration and research. In the future social development, we 

should pay more attention to the intersection and interaction between law and literature, and actively promote 

cross-border cooperation and exchanges to achieve more in-depth interaction and complementarity, thereby 
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promoting social progress and development. At the same time, we should also strengthen the education and 

popularization of law and literature, so that more people can realize the importance and value of them, so as to 

better understand and apply law and literature, and promote the rule of law and culture of society develop. 

Thanks 

I would like to thank the following people for their help and support with this article: 

First of all, I would like to thank my supervisor, Professor Li Jun, for his guidance and advice throughout the 

writing process. Your expertise and experience are very helpful for my thesis. 

I would also like to thank Liu Jun and Li Qingyang for their valuable feedback and suggestions on my 

research. Your insights and critical thinking have allowed me to better understand the intersection of the two 

fields of law and literature. 

Finally, I would like to thank my family and friends for their support and encouragement throughout my 

writing process. Thank you for always being by my side. 

References 

Berman, P. (1997). Law and literature: A misunderstood relation. Stanford Law Review, 49(5), 1345-1359. 

Fish, S. (1980). Literature in the reader: Affective stylistics. New Literary History, 11(1), 123-162. 

Gardner, J. (1978). On moral fiction. New York: Basic Books. 

Hutcheon, L. (1988). A poetics of postmodernism: History, theory, fiction. New York: Routledge. 

Nussbaum, M. (1995). Poetic justice: The literary imagination and public life. Boston: Beacon Press. 

Sarat, A., & Kearns, T. R. (Eds.). (1998). Cultural pluralism, identity politics, and the law. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 

Press. 

Scarry, E. (1985). The body in pain: The making and unmaking of the world. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Williams, J. (1998). The law and literature movement. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 


