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Experiential learning theory-based College English workshop

JIANG Xue, LIU Chun-yang

Abstract: It is for long a hot topic how to transform the passive teaching approach of mere knowledge
transmission into a more active learning process in which learners are able to acquire their own perception
through experience. The College English workshop is an attempt towards this. Based on David A. Kolb’s
experiential learning theory, an experiential workshop, involving 5 circulatory procedures—project preparation,
project presentation, first evaluation and reflection, product presentation, and second evaluation and reflection,
which are designed. It attempts to promote learners’ competence in English application, life-long learning,
reflective learning and critical thinking. It also plays an important role in learners’ development as all-around
beings.
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An empirical study on the validity of writing templates in raising college

students’ writing proficiency

LIU Xu-liang

Abstract: Writing templates are highly valued and widely accepted among college students in dealing with
various levels of English writing tests, which though traditionally is despised by English teachers and scholars.
Are the templates really useless and harmful as most experts deem and believe? What is the right role of model
templates in writing training process? To answer these questions, an empirical study was made by the author by
means of quantitative analysis and inquisition questionnaire. The results suggest that writing templates play a
significant and indispensible role in improving college students’ writing proficiency. The key lies in the skillful
application and right timing in the learning and teaching process. Lastly, some constructive suggestions are raised
on how to reform current English writing testing and English teaching.
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